| t &VEat God Does That Counts
Not
What We Do



God has a plan for althatHemighi s
be glorified by the grace * that He gives to undeserv ing
creatures. God wants to show His infinite love by giving super
abounding grace! | s n 0 t fartaktia? God gives, we receive!
This plan started with the angels and goes all the way through
the Millenium! ** God has limitless grace; He never runs out
of it. He has enough grace to meet all of our needs while
w e O lrem on eart h, and then tons more! God wants us to
trust Him and His super abundantgrace! |t 6 s what Go

and not what we do!
*Grace: favor, kindness and mercy from God.
**Go to allaboardgodstrain.organdread Looki ng at Hi story Wi
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Grace

2 Timothy 1:9 Who has saved us and called us with a holy calling, not according
to our works, but according to His own purpose and grace which was granted us
in Christ Jesus from all eternitye
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In the book of Luke in the Bible, there is a series of three
parables or stories, 0 The Losd, ShElee Lost C
Prodi gal e &egoing.to looRMt the first parable to see
how God treatsuswit h gr ace. We 0 rhew Hg wants g
to restore our souls or bring us back to His plan after we go
away from it. We never lose salvation* but we can get out of
Godos pl an onearth.oRecausk of His Is ve for us and
because of His reputation or His good name**, God will do
everything He can to restore us back to the spiritual life. | t

what God does that counts , not what we do!
*Go to allaboardgodstrain.organdread / 6 ve Got A EtdtaahSecum y.
*»*Read Our God Is An Awesome God and Secur e | n Godds Love
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All three stories have the same audience - the Pharisees
and scribes, the same conflict dneed for rep entance or change
of thinking for the better , and the same response to the
problem & joy in heaven over one sinner repenting. Jesus wants
the Pharisees and the scrib es to repent, change their thinking
for the better , and return to Him. So, He tells them three
stories, hoping that by the third story they will get the
picture and repent or change their minds!  God cares what we
think; He wants us t o think like Him!

Luke 15:10 In the same way, |
tell you, there is joy in the
presence of the angels of God
over one sinner who repents.
Romans 12:2b But be
transformed by the renewing

of your mindé¢.
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In the firststory, 0 Téh Lost SheepfQthetlax k e
collectors and sinners were gathering around Jesus to listen to
Him. The Pharisees and scribes were there also, grum bling and
judging the sinners. They also judged Jesus because He was
teaching sinners and eating with them. So Jesus told them

this story.

Luke 15:4-7 oWhat man among you, I f he
lost one of them does not leave the ninety -nine in the open pasture
[wilderness] and go after the one which is lost until he finds it? When

he has found it , he lays it on his shoulders, rejoicing. And when he

comes home, he calls together his friends and his neighbors, saying to
them, ORejmei,cdé owi thhave found my sh
tell you that in the same way, there will be more joy in heaven over one

sinner who repents than over ninety -nine righteous persons who need

no repentance. 0
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| n the story , the Pharisees and scribes who lived in Israel
di dndt see the | ove, . dheytweghtand
th ey had to follow exactly the Mosaic Law to find favor with
God. The Pharisees and scribes were teaching human good not
the grace of God . The Mosaic Law was meant to show people
of Israel their sinful nature. It was to teach them to lean
back on aGembtheir agvn human good! It was the way
of turning people to God for His mercy and grace. | t dvisat
God does that counts , not what we do!

Ephesians 2:8 For it is by grace you have been
saved, through faith - and this not from
yourselves, it is the gift of God - not by works,
so that no one can boast.

Romans 7:7 What shall we say then, or what shall we conclude, is the law sin?
God forbid, on the contrary I had no known sin, but by the law. [The law pointed out
the sinful nature, but that was it. It couldn't be the cause of someone losing his/her
salvation.]

John 1:17 For the Law was given through Moses; grace and truth were realized
through Jesus Christ. Page 5



The Pharisees and scribes were judging others rather than
| 1T stening t o .JTaesKingdom df dagkmessiwants
to prevent people from being saved and coming to thet  ruth.
So, Satan and his angels lie to us and use any strategy that
works to get us away from the grace of God. = The Pharisees
and scribes fell for the lie that they were better than the tax
collectors and sinners! They were distracted! They hung on to
the Mosaic Law and their wor ks |
grace!

| t 6s What GladCounts e Blot What We Do!

Romans 2:4 Or do you think lightly [and therefore judge others] of the riches of
His kindness and tolerance and patience, not knowin g that the kindness of God
leads you to repentance [change of thinking for the better]?
Page 6



The Pharisees and scribes thought too highly of th  emselves.
They were self -right eous. Theydi dndt see t hems
They lived in legalism or stric t following of the Mosaic Law. In
fact, they were soaked up in self -righteousness and legalism.
They didndt see the Mosai asawaw
tolivel Theywer e arrogant and hdywara 0t
unwilling to change! If a person is arrogant, it is difficult to
depend on grace. Jesus was trying to change their attitude.

| t 6s What GladCounts e Blot What We Do!

Luke 19:10 For the Son of Man has come to seek and to save that which was
lost.
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